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We return thanks to a fr'eud at

Snei d's Ferry, Onslow comity, for a
club of subscribers. The people of
Oiiflow I'hvh always been partial to
The Jot'KN'Ai., and we don't think less
of them on that account.

Tilt; KI.Kt l'H LAW.

.4 Suirgefttiou to (he I.eriluf urr.

DAVIS a .! toon:.
An absurd rumor that there was

likely to bo a duel between nt

Davis and or IIeney
S. I'oote, was based upon the follow-
ing correspondence, purporting to be

found, but Lilly said she had had! two
made, to that such a thing could never
happen again. She could keep on
and Rosa the other.

"And, as I presume it was lest here,
you must have tho value of it from
us," said Margaret Ann. "It's not "

much but its just." And that I thought

Mr. Boutwell, ry of the
Treasury, now a Senntor from Massa-
chusetts, has made a strong speech on
tho financial question. The main point
of his argument was to prove that the
Secretary of tho Treasury had a right
o re-iss- ue the 11,000,000 greenbacks

retired by Secretary McCullough in
lSf.G. Senator Schnrz asked Mr. Bout-we- ll

if the Treasury Department had
a right to withdraw them again ? Th
reply of Mr. Boutwell was affirmative-
ly. The St. Louis Jiepublican con

ton paid out over twelve thousand five
hundred dollars for the support of
the other townships in New Hanover
county.

The amount of county taxes assessed
for 1873, on property, is $31,600; the
Schedule B and C will yield about
$11,900, making a total sum of $43,500.

Of the tax on property, the town-
ships outside of Wilmington contrib-
ute eight thousand dollars, as near as
can be estimated.

The expenses of the county will be
increased over those of 1872, and the
city of Wilmington be again called
upon to contribute $16,000 to $18,000
for the other townships.

The school monty collected in 1872
and 1873, with balance on hand be-
longing to New Hanover county, will
amount to nearly twenty thousand
dollars. Under the distribution re-
quired by law the country townships
receive one-hal- f. The city of Wil

THE WIDOW WOOD.

I don't say Brother Ben's widow was
not good-lookin- g for her age and size.
Then, too, she had a pretty penny left
her. And she might have married
well if she wanted to change her con-
dition ; but you sco Margaret Ann was
a fool she was a widow of forty to
set her cap for Spencer, who was only
twenty-fou- r. If I was her brother-in-la- w,

and if Ben had said to me, as he
did, "Richard, always bo kind to Mar-
garet Ann," I couldn't help seeing
Jthat. The fact is, that, as a general
thing, widows do make fools of them-
selves of tener than girls.

In this case I admit the age was the
only obstacle. Sam was a good young
man, above selling himself to a woman
old enough to be bis mother for her
money bags, Sam was a clerk in a
store. I was poor Ben's partner. I
had said over and over again, "Mar-
garet Ann, you have plenty and to
spare, why not retire ?" but you see
she would not. Ben had left his share
of the furniture to her, and sho woiUd
not drop it. After awhile I found out
the reason. Ij;. was Sam Spencer.

That is why she liked to sail about
the store in her dead black silk ; that
i3 why she was always finding some
excuse to hand down that part of the
stock he had in hand, mixing every-
thing up and giving him no end of
trouble.

You see, I couldn't help it. The
concern paid, and Widow Wood owned
just as I did. If I had said to her,
"Margaret Ann, go home," she could
have said, "I have a right here," That
was iK She never waited on a custo-
mer. She never did anything but
bother and pry. 'he had no children
to occupy her, aud she brought her
white poodle along with her. "So
lonesome," she said, in the big house
opposite ; and that was why she had us
come to tea so much of late.

Well, this went on for nearly a year.
Big eyes at ham, sweet smiles, soft
speeches ! I used to wonder whether
old Ben knew how soon he had been
forgotten. To be sure he was sixty
when he died, a bald-heade- d, stoop-shoulder- ed

old man, with solemn was
about him ; but she'd been his wife for
twenty-thre- e years, and though I'm a
bachelor, I know what feelings ought
to be. And Ben was my brother, too.
I hope it wasn't wicked for me to make

were subsequently increased to about
the number of forty. With this force
and an overseer they worked the plan
ration and were generally regarded as
very successful planters.

PARTNERSHIP DISSOLVED.

Up to the year 1857 they lived to
gether quite harmoniously, it is said.
when owing to domestic quarrels, the
true cause of which never has trans
pired, a dissolution of the firm of E.
& C. Bunker, was agreed upon. Some
say it was fichtine anion sr the childre.n.
others that it was jealousy of the wives
about tho number of children th-- hail
that caused the separation ; but be that
aa it may x.ng purchased an adjoining
Elantation, upon which he built a

one mile distant from the
old home, which now became the ex
elusive property of Chang. In the di-
vision of

1
the

.
property

.
the. whole of. the

original plantation leii to unansr. while
a large majority of the slaves, being
movable property, became Engs.
Hence it was that when the result of
the war broncrht about triA emn.noinn.
tion of the slaves, Eng found himself a
mucn poorer man than his brother,
though both of them were very well
csr.

A SINGULAR BUT SOLEMN COMPACT.
Immediate upon the separation the

brothers made an agreement, which,
like the laws of the Medes and Per
sians, was unalterable, and which to
their very deaths was rigidly observ-
ed. This was that every alternate
three days were reserved exclusively
to each of the brothers to do as he
pleased. For instance, the three days
that belonged to Eng were spent at his
house or anywhere else that Eng might
choose to go. During that time Chang
was merely an appendage of Eng, hav-
ing neither the right to go anywhere
that Eng did not choose to go nor the
power to attend to any business what-
ever of a private nature of his own. In
the same way, when Chang s three
days came, and they were punctual to
a moment, they departed at once for
his home, where he assumed supreme
ontrol of the actions and movements
of both, and Eng became ithe nonen-
tity. So exact were they with this
rule that no event, however great in
importance, and no stress of weather,
no matter how severe, could prevent
them starting from the house of one
to the house of the other, when the
three days of either had expired. It is
related of them that this rule caused
one to leave his home just as the mar-
riage of his daughter was about to take
place, nnd the other was prevented
irom attending the funeral of a son by
the stringency of this singular com-
pact. They carried it out to the last,
for Chang's final three days had ex
pired on the Thursday evening prior
to tneir deaths, anil though it was very
cold, misty nnd severe weather, to
Eug"s house he would go, in accord-
ance with the hrepealahle law.

THEIR FAMILIES

are very large, Eng's wife having had
eleven children, several of whom are
now living. Two of them died in in
fancy and two after they were grown.
Chang's wife had ten children, nine of
whom are living, two of them, a boy
and a girl, as before stated, being deaf
mutes. The latter was recently mar-
ried at Raleigh to her tutor, also a
deaf mute, at the Deaf and Dumb
Asylum in that city. The hospitality
of the families is a household word in
Surry county. There was always a
welcome and a good meal for every
visitor, the latter being compelled to
eat something in every instance,
whether he desired it or not, for good
fellowship.

LIGHT AND HEAVY WEIGHTS.

In health the combined weight of
the twins was 210 pounds, which was
exceedingly light compared with that
of their better halves. Mrs. Chang
weighs about 175 pounds, is somewhat
corpulent, has a fair complexion and
presents the appearance of a healthy
country woman in her declining years.
Mrs. Eng weighs the enormous avoir-
dupois of 300 pounds. Her appearance
is similar to that of her sister, except
she is more obese, but just as active.
The children are all intelligent, well
educated and promise to make good
citizens. One of Chang's sons now
lives in California, where he has made
quite a small fortune. There are
others in various parts of the United
States, all said to be. doing well, with
every prospect of success in life.

THEIR PROPERTY AND WILLS.

Chang's landed property is estimated
to be worth 20,000, his money $10,000
and his jiersocal property, including
stock and furniture, at $2,000. "Eng's
land is worth $10,000, his money $5,000,
personal property $2,009. Eng's will
bequeaths all his landed aud household
property to his wife during her life
time; his money to be divided equally
among his children at his death, and
the projierty at the death of their
mother. Chang's will is substantially
the same.

Ilojry .it Nclmrz Wliicli of the
Two It t'prcsenlN tlic People of
7IisMOuri un the Currency Ques-
tion'

The Uuitcd St:ite Scnatois from
Missouri are brought prominently be
fore their constituents by their recent
speeches on the subject of finance.
Mr. Schnrz was elected by Republi
cans, but we venture the assertion that
on tho great question ef gold and green
backs a question of vital interest to
every western man Senator Bogy, a
Democrat, represents both the Repub-
licans and Democrats of his State more
completely than does his colleague.
Senator ochurz believes in the eastern
bond-holdin- g and hard currency theo
ry, which will ruin the west, tie is a
theorist and a philosopher. Senator
Bogy enuueiates the true doctrine
wheu he says the West demands more
government notes with which to do
business. We want a uuiform currency
based upon the faith of the Govern-
ment. The national bank system iu
monopoly. Mr. Bogy is a practical
fiunncier a business man who diily
walks, talks, and acts with the manu-
facturers and producers of the West,
and he knows andexpressestheirwants.
The producers give annually twenty-fiv- e

times as much wealth to the nation
as there is actual money in the United
Stat. s. They have, of right, more to
say ou this subject than self-style- d

"money-king- s or philosophic dream
era. Let the hard-mone- y misers gather
up and hoard the niite of gold and sil
ver in the land, and stagnation and
death are the result. TLe WVst i- not.
in favor of specie resumption. We
have 3 in paper and but $1 in coiu to
redeem it with. No civilized nation on
the globe is or can be placed ou a spe-
cie basis. Our treasury notes are. made
money by Congress money ta be used,
not redeemed or destroyed.

Wo think Senator Morton has strnck
the kej --note, and the West thanks him
for taking the correct position on this
question. Senator Bogy is also in ac-
cord with the popular sentiment.
Senator Schnrz represents the money-
bags of Massachusetts. S?. Joseph
Herald.

"I shall be dishonest," writes a
Washington correspondent of the Troy
Times, "if I attempt to hide the fact
that among the Republicans in Con-
gress the President is at this moment
not quite so popular as he was a year
ago.

THE SIAMESE TWINS.
MEDICAL MEN QUIBBLING WHILE

THE BODIES ARE DECOM-
POSING.

THE INQUEST DISPUTE
Interesting Resume of the Pub-- .

lie and Private Life and So-
cial Relations of Chang

and Eng.
Mount Airy, Surry Co., N. C.,

January 21, 1874. )

White the outside world is exhibit
ing a deep interest in tne death of the
Siamese Twins, and while the scientific
medical men are fretting over the un
solved problem of the ligament that
connected them, their bodies are alow
ly but surely decomposing in the box
in the cellar of Eng's house, four miles
from this point. A more thoroughly
bungled job than the "boxing" pro
cess could not well nave been executed.
having for its object the preservation
of the bodies. In the first place the
viscera were allowed to remain in the
bodies. There was no injection of any
Kina oi preserving agent. Had Dr.
Holh'ngsworth used sulphate of zinc,
corrosive sublimate, or, in fact, any
good disinfectant, the bodies migkt
have been kept in a state of preserva
tion for an indefinite period. Then.
instead of packing the bodies in ice or
placing the charcoal immediately
around them, they were laid in the in
ner dox in tne same manner that a
corpse would be in a coffin. This box
was closed and then put in an airtight
tin case, and the latter was

PACKED IS CHARCOAL

in a still larger wooden case. Now
any on( having practical sense knows
that the charcoal on the outside of the
tin, can have no preserving effect
whatever. The large box containing
the charcoal, the tin, inner box and
the bodios was then placed in the
cellar of Eng's house, where it is said
to have been "temporarily buried"'
about one foot under ground. Thus
the matter stands at present and the
only hope for tho scientific world lies
in an effort that ia now being made,
but of which I cannot yet make public
mention, to compel the authorities to
hold an inquest over the bodies, by
which the present mystery as to the
cause of Chang s death may be ex-
plained.

BEFORE THE EXP.
Ou the Thursday evening previous

to their demise the twins rode from
Chang's house (one mile) to Eng's
house. The evening was damp and
cold, and Chang having previously
had a slight attack of pulmonary pneu-
monia, the exposure on this occasion
is alleged to have parcipitated Ins
death. But that is too yue and the
facts scarcely justifiy such a conclu
sion. On Friday evening, the lGth
inst, Chang, when ho retired, was in
his usual condition as a partially par
alytic invalid. No apprehension what-
ever was felt for his Bafety, nor did he
himself seem to be alarmed or any
worse than on any preceding night.
In the morning he was found dead,
nobody being present but a little
negro girl, who was asleep. In two
hours after this discovery Eng expir-
ed, and if these circumstances do not
demand an inquest, then the laws pro-
viding for such a legal investigation in
the case of mysterious death oujrht to
be abolished.

Durincr my brief stay of a few hours
here I have had a conversation with
Mr. R. S. Gilmer, a lawyer, who was
intimately acquainted with the twins
and their families, and from him I ob
tained quite a number of facts con
nected with their history vet unpub
lished.

THEIR ADOPTED NAME.
As is already known they were born

in Siam on the 11th of May, 1811,
where they lived until 1829, when they
were brought to the United States by
a sea captain named Coffin. This per-
son claimed them as his property and
exhibited them for a lejgthy period,
realizing handsomely from his enter- -

Erise, the twins implicitly believing he
perfect a right and title to them

as to any other goods aud chattels he
possessed. How long this continued
my informant was unable to say, but a
man named Bunker appeared, who
knew the circumstances of their origin,
and who interested himself sufficiently
in their behalf to free them from the
species of slavery in which they were
held by Coffin. This done they adopted
the name of their patron, and began
giving exhibitions themselves under
the style and title of the

FIRM OF E. A C, BUNKER.

Their pecuniary and otherwise bril
liant success is now a matter of his-
tory, with which all the readers of thu
Herald are familiar. Nearly every
civilized nation in the world was visited
by them, and the medical men of
every country acknowledged them to
be the greatest living natural curk sity
of the age. It was during one of their
tours throngh the United States, trav-
elling as they did at the time in an
open barouche of their own. that they
visted a place called Trap Hill, in the
adjoining county of Wilkes. Here
they made a stay of a few days
and here it was they made the
acquaint ince of a family named Yates,
with whom they became very intimate
and friendly, the attraction being two
young ladies, respectivc-I- named Sa-
rah Ann Yates and Adeline Yates.
This was in 1843. In a very short
time, Eng evinced a decided liking for
Miss Sarah Ann, or Miss Sally, as she
was called. A courtship followed, and,
to make the story short, Eng proposed,
was accepted by the damsel, and a
marriage was the immediate result.
Cuang, though a partner of Eng in
everything else, was not a partner in
his connubial joys and felicities, of
which he was constantly reminded, and
this state of single blessedness became
very irksome to him. He grew miser-
able and quarrelsome, and nothing
could be done to please him, and this
sort of companionship was quite dis-
agreeable to the newly-wedde- d pair.
How was it to be remedied, was the
question that agitated Eng's and his
wife's mind, when, suddenly, one day,
with a woman's tact, a bright idea
struck Mrs. Eng. and she lost no time
in communicating it to her husband.
She had a panacea for all Chang'
woes, and this was that he should

MARRY ITER SISTER
Adeline. Eng smiled serenely at tl
orooosition. (Mianc tiriritfnr1 un ar.

I it; bat the next question that present- -

nna, II UU4U VUD WUUIC IOUV
agree to come into the family as a wife
as well as a peacemaker ?" Mrs. Eng
said. "Leave all that to me; I will fix
that." And sure enough she did. By
her persuasive eloquence, Miss Addy
was won over, and in two weeks from
the date of Eng's marriage, they were
two .airs, uunfcer.

AS PLANTERS AND SLAVE OWNERS,

They then settled down in Wilkes
couuty, where they purchased a small
farm, upon which they continued to
reside until 1847, making occasional
tours to exhibit themselves. In that
year they moved to this county and
purchased the plantation upon which
Chang's family now live, which is quite
a large and valuable one. At this time
they had a number of slaves, which

ITlnrt-l- i Wlnd In Januar)- - The
Crop Prpectlce Ilousei Filled
at Lnt-Ilor- nr and Uravrs' nnd
Hing-tia- Seliwol Cotton in
Orange Wilmington Invited to
C'onpete for 'I'ratlc, Ac , Arc, A t.

Hillsborough, Jan. 28.
Editors of tiis Journal :

March winds, but a balmy air, mark
the closing days of the second mouth
of winter. Yesterday opened with
sleet, followed by a cold rain, but the
genial breath of the south -- wind over
came the wintry character of the day.
and restored the re ga of the remarka-
ble spring like nature of the present
winter. Une really cold spell has fal
len upon us, which sufficed to fill the
ice houses, and now we are ready to
escort winter to our door and bid him
farewell till the next season.

I do not know but that the farmei s
would be glad to see a good covering
of snow on the ground. They think
their wheat is always benefitted by it.
Up to this period both wheat and oats
look well. The stand is excellent, and
there has been no winter killing.

The tobacco planters are making
ready their seed leds for the next
crop, though most of them have not
sold a pound of last year's production.
The markets of Danville and Rich-
mond have scarcely moved so far, and
offer no temptations to the sellers,
until they can see their way more
clearly. Our own market opened last
Thursday, and the sale-da- ys will, here
after, be regularly observed. lhe
Durham market has also opened but
the same difficulty that restrained the
Richmond and Danville markets ap
plies equally to them and us want of
money.

Horner and Uraves school has opened
with many satisfactory prospects, and
is nearly full. Mr. Horner is delighted
with the location, and the building,
and says if he had had the arrange-
ment of the establishment with refer- -

ice to its perfect adaptation to its
purpose, he could not have done so
well as lie hnds done to In a hands.
He is here for life, and it is most
likely additions will be made to the
buildings to meet the demands upon
his services. I am glad to see Wil
mington represented in the school.

Bingham s School at Mebanesville
opened on the 11th, with its usual
nu.nber, and will no doubt be as full
as'desirable. The school has lost none
of its merit by the death of Col. Wm.
B ngham, though all admit his supe
rior qualifications for his duties. But
you know the instruction of youth is
aa hereditary talent m the Bingham
family, and Major Robert Bingham
will sustain the fame of his race.

Col. Walter Clark, lately of Halifax
but now of Raleigh, leads to the altar
to-nig- the only daughter of the
Hon. Wm. A. Graham. The wedding
will take place, I understand, in the
Baptist Church, and the happy party
will immediately thereafter leave on
the train on a bridal tour.

All the sons of Gov. Graham are
in town: Dr. Jos. Grahom with his
family, from Charlotte; Wm. Graham
and his family, from Gaston County;
Capt. I. J. Graham nnd his family,
from Graham; R. D. Graham, from
Charlotte; Dr. Gao. Grahrm and wife,
from Raleigh; together with Major J.
W. Graham and A. W. Graham, resi
dents of this place.

I am glad to see you rousing up
your people to a sense of past neglect
by pointing out to them hclds of en
terprise worth working. It has always
seemed to me that the Wilmington
merchants seemed too well satisfied,
with ad their admitted energy, with
the assumption that their various lines
of iutevnal communication would bring
them the business ot the interior,
without farther effort on their part ;
forgetting that other points bes'des
Wilmington, otter inducements, and
invite competition. Forgetting also
tnat new industries are developing,
andnewfields of business being opened.
The fact to which you refer is an il-

lustration in point. The cultivation
of cotton in Orauge, on a large scale is
new, and as yet the farmers of the
county have fallen into no settled
channel of trade. It is a business open
to the comietition of Wilmington, aa
well as Norfolk and Jtaleigh.

What you have to do. is to let your
advantages and facilities be known.
If von do not attract a share of the
trade, it would appear to be your own
fault. And this business is yet in its
infancy.

But enough oi this at present.
Yours, C.

For the .foil nal.
Edmund Alexander llnr.

I have noticed, with much regret.
the death of E. A. Ha-ve.-i- , of this
county. The passing away of such a
man at this time demands more than
au ordinary notice. He was one of the
few remaining landmarks reminding
us of better men aud times.

Edmund Alexander Hawe.s was the
son of John Hawes, of Black River, in
Iew Hanover county. lie spent a por-
tion of his boyhood in Wilmington,
and for a short time in the village of
South Washington. At an early age
he married the daughter of Duncan
Robinson, of Upper Black River. He
was an energetic and snceessiui iai mer.
His mind was stored with usef nl knowl
edge. An old line V hig in politics,
hia tiartv honored him on more than
one occasion with nominations for the
State Legislature. He was deeply in-

terested in the system of public schools
in North Carolina, and in its infancy
none were more zealous m its aavo-nnw- T

material aid. Asnr-- rrrivo if mfirflCwWJ V. " - - -

for old fashioned North Carolina hos
pitality he had no superior. H.

I.llllnjrton.
Editors Jouknal: The division of

the county of New nanover and for
mation of the new county of Islingt-
on, having failed in the General As

sembly, it is worth while to look into
the matter a little, and, if possible, ac
count for the apathy exhibited by tke
citizens of Wilmirgton, toward a
measure relieving them from a heavy
burthen. Iet us look at it.

The amount of State taxes
.nllpcted in the county of New

Hanover, for the year 1872, on
property and for Schedule B
and U, was

County taxes on same 47,512

Total.... $85,304

Of the county taxes on property
amounting to $32,542, the eiy of Wil-

mington contributed 25,987 and quite
all the Schedule B and C, while the
country townships outside of Wilming-
ton paid only si thousand Jive hun-

dred and fifty-si- x dollars ($3,556).
As will be set n the city of turning-to- n

contributed about fjrty one forty-sevent- hs

(41-47- ) of all the county
taxes.

The expenses of the nscal year, end-lo- t.

1873. for county
were $39,539 78-10- 0. By a

Sareful examination of the county
i u ;t- -, item, it appears that
there was expended for the city
(township) of Wilmington, $20,471.84.

3 i. 4ma1iina OlltSlde OI Vll- -gnu lor mo r
mingtoo, nineteen thousand and aixty--

gevenVl-nwaouar- a;

In other words, the city of Wilming

copies of letters from those gentlemen
Memphis, Tenn., Nov. 25, 1873.

My Dear Sir: Yours of the 20th in
stant has been this day received. I
have not seen any of the articles which
you inform me H. S. Foote has written

. .1 1 r t j iiu aousts oi me, nor nave i n&a any ae
sire to read whatever he mitrht write
In the year 1851 I published him as
constitutionally a liar, ana his subse-
quent career only served to confirm me
iu that judgment. Since that date,
therefore, I have taken no heed of the
utterances of said Foote. His flattery
when he was HeL-ino-- unli't; .1 r,i-f- o

."Q w.k V VV

ment in the Confederacy and his abuse
wuru, i.iiiuiess iu nis irusi, a ltepre
sentative iu the Con ores .f Mm (
federate States, he was preparing for
ma suoseqnent uesertion to tneir en-
emy, were alike disregarded by me.
xou are at liberty to use this as you
mi un. proper, x remain,

Respectfully and truly yours.
Jefferson Davi3.

letter from mr. foote.
As a portion of the community mny

possibly expect from me some notice
of the insulting and grossly aspersive
letter over tne signature of Jefferson
Davis, which yesterday morning made
its appearance in the columns of the
Capital, though the glaring mendacity
of all the allegations of fact contained
therein might well justify me in treat-
ing the letter itself and its infamous
author with cool and passionless con-
tempt, yet, for certain reasons, not
difficult, I imagine, to be divined, I
have thought proper to take a some
what different course.

I shall not now go into a detail of
past occurrences with a view of my
own vindication. It is not possible for
the ruined aud disgraced champion of
disunion to say aught of me, or of my
public career, which could in the least
degree disturb my equanimity. He
has cherished an undying hatred for
me ever since his own presumptuous
arrogance, on a very noted occasion,
compelled me to slap his jaws, in this
city, in the winter of 1817-4- 8. The hos-
tility thus engendered was afterwards
much heightened by my defeat of his
treasonable aspirations to the office of
Governor of Mississippi, as a secession
candidate, in 1851. My constant and
unyielding opposition to him and his
nefarious schemes in Richmond, during
the war of the rebellion, for three
years, was not at all calculated to
assuage his enmity. My free, but un-answ- ei

ed, and, I venture to pay,
expositions last summer.of

his indecent and seditious attempts to
keep alivp in the bosoms of his coun-
trymen feelings of irritation and alien-
ation, which ought never to have been
brought into existence, have doubtless
much inflamed the malignity which was
slumbering in the recesses of a heart
capable of all mischief. I rejoice to
know that the blighting curse of Mr.
Davis' commendation it never can now
be my ne to incur. But I bid
this mighty man of Gath, who writes
so blustrously for publication in the
newspapers, that I do not live in ab-
solute concealment; my whereabouts
miT bo easily found by him or his ido
lizing confederates. He knows, as
thousands of others know, that for full
twenty years I have stood ready to ac-
cord to him such satisfaction as he
might deem necessary to his deeply
wounded honor; aud that, whatever
general views 1 may entertain touch
ing the propriety of settling such is-
sues as have arisen between him and
myself in the mode referred to, yet
that, from special deference to him, 1
shall be altogether induced to make
hi3 an exceptional case. The habitual
calumniator oj honest and patriotic
men has no right to ukulk behind
the htpr critical jyretences of extreme
piety. H. S. Foote.

All new Governments in Spain find
smo th sailing at first. The Serrano
Ministry for any rumor that reaches
us now might be considered upon a
bed of roses. All it has to do is to or
der, and the thing is done. The seeth
ing turmoil of Spanish intrigues has
taken a rest. It is, nevertheless, we
believe a deceptive quiet. Serrano is
supported by General Pavia and his
troops. The Intransigentes, the Com-
munists, and the mob generally are
overawed. '1 he Carlists are faced by
the General who reduced Cartagena,
and who. flushed by success, comes
seeking other victories. This is all
very gratifying, but it is not a Repub-
lican Government after all. Pavia's
bayonets are quite a monarchical sub-
stitute for constitutional law, and the
Cortes has departed into empty space.
Castelar, who really did well, but who.
like Amadeus, repres3nted no solid
party in Spanish politics, lingers and
waits, and we would say that his hopes
are in vain were it not that nothing is
improbable in Spain, "not even the

oi possible.

TUe Leader of Wsnhiiiartoii Society
"For the leadership of the gay

world." writes a Washington corres
pondent, "Mrs. Admiral Porter and

. . . mrr? t - 1
Mrs. secretary xvicnarasou, nnu .urn.
J iilntrarl: mirrlif ImvA AncTl ajjtllttVVf, xr t u& v au.quv -

large following, but beyond any ques--
WOll iUlD X 19U DbOUUS Vb C utnu JM.

official society. It is a place impossi-
ble to the lady of the White House by
reason of her position; but to my mind
it belongs of right to the wife of the
Vice-Preside- un tne contrary, un-
til Col 'ax's time, this lady wax n verit-bl-e

Cinderella, and even his smiles
made her only a princess, not a queen;
l . mnnli f fVia riAnnlA and
his social acta even savored too much
of his ambition to admit of society
leadership. Mrs. Fish came here with
position aireaay assurea, oi one oi me
oldest families in the land, with so re-

mote a tradition of wealth that its pos-cnpo-

r-- r .laolr . rf it. Anrmfim never toCDajvu v i
occur to her, while on

. .
every

il
hand

-
she

,1
makes it ner servant; mere eeeaieu
nnfliinn Inr liAr fo irain. as it was im--Uvrvu.uQ o
possible for her to lose anything, but
her Washing ion experience uo nuuou
to the honors that clustered about her
name the reputation of being tne most

liunbcon 111 nut? xouu, u w. -
gerlcCb with the most complete ele--
MAAA-r- Tiifiui iniininiii wiiiunuiuiDODKnuiyt? v7. " o "52.. i- - 5 1 .3 4

'X'here is no young iauy who wumu uv.
be the better for following after Mrs.
"EVii Tim sensation cf the btasou ia
). ianrVifAr MisH Edith, and truly I
have no patience witu ins man yi wo-

man who does not at once and irrevo
cably fall in love with her. She is
simply surperb, and she isn't so very

Mm iv Tt would bo uer--UUUOVlMV VawHwv
fectly useless to attempt to aecnoe ntr

I would as soon think of drawing
one of Murillo's Madonnas.

The late James Fisk, Jr., was sup-Ti'ri- t.

t a. table in the St.
James Hotel, in Boston, when Miss
Elsie Holt, the English comedienne,

r.m,i ir, with Vmr lmhftnd. Miss Holt.
extending the castor to the gallantnii innniru. "Wliat. wil vou'ave
with vour 'am. Mr. Fiak?" "Thank
vou.'r replied Fisk. "I'll take an H, if
you please." Then he gave her an en
gagement, which consolad her.

very iviun oi tuo widow, considering.
Well, time passed on, and one day

was about hko tho other. Winter
went and . summer came. People be-
gan to go to tho country, and trade
was dull. And Sam told me that ho
and Lilly were going to be married
soon, God willing.

I had just left Sam when Margaret
Ann's colored girl stepped across tho
street and told me her mistress wanted
to see me.

Of course I went over; and when Igot into the back parlor I found Mar-
garet Ann wrapped up in a shawl, her
eyes red with crying.

"Anything happened ?" says I.
"Yes," said she, "I'm afraid so.

Oh, I'm so sorry."
"Dear me! "Do you mention thefact," says I.
"Well," eays she, "I can hardly

bear to do so; but who has a chance
at the safe besides you and me ?"

"Nobody but Lilly Rathbone." said I."You are sure," says she.
"Why, of course," says I.
"Ah ! well !" says she, " perhaps

there is another way out of it. May
be you have had occasion to use that
money of mine. I mean the one thou-
sand dollar bank note that I put in
there in a red pocket-boo- k last week."

"No," said I. "Of course I'd spoken
of if. It was your private money."

"It's gone, Richard," says she.
"You saw me look into the Mute to-
day ?"

"Yes," said I. i
"Well," says she, "It was gone then.'I couldn't bring myself to speak of it.

Yd"a see a girl liUe that has so many
temptations; going to marry and all.
Richard, promise me you won't have
her arrested, or anything, if it's her?""It is not !" I cried. "Besides, it
was your money. You would be tl;
prosecutor to any thief."

"Dear me, yes," says she, "and I'lllet her go; but I must get it back, and
she must leave the store."

"How can you think so ill of thegirl?" said I. "Why don't you sus-
pect me. I am ever so much more of
a doubtful character than she is ?"

"lou are my brother-in-law,- " said
Margaret Ann. "Now listen to reason.
Come to the store with me, and we'll
search. If wo don't fiud it I shall
charge Lilly with the theft w,

and, if she doesn't confess, get a search
warrant for her rooms. I will be very
kind, but I can't lose a sum like that."

She cried acjain. I did really feel
that she was in great trouble. Wo
went to the stoic again and searched
tho safe, but tho money was all gone.
Margaret Ann had the number iu her
pocket-boo- k. It was easy to identify
and besides the poor girl was in a sus-
picions position, and I said if sho
should prove guilty, my faith in hu-
man nature was gone.

"Mine, too," said Margaret Ann.
"I had coino to like her so. And then
poor Sam."

I went home lo tea with my sister-in-la- w,

but we had not much appetite.
She promised not to come to the store
until the closing hour, and to bo very
merciful, and to give tho girl every
chanc.

And so we parted. I arose lo say
good night, and came around the table
to shake hands with Margaret Ann,
when, being a clumsy old bachelor,
not used to women's fixings, my coat
caught in a little wicker-wor- k sewing
basket 011 snider lefs. nnd owrKpf if.

Out tumbled cotton, buttons and tape,
and j. stopped to pick them up, when,
amODtr them. I saw a Icev. n lirnsK ,lnnr
key, with a nick in it, and a long piece, . .e - 1 : i i i.- - t a- - aw 1 iui piiin. iiuoou iieci 10 tao uanuie. z
was a little tiling, and it made my
blood run cold.

If that was the key that Lilly lost,
what was it doing there? I "didn't
dare to look at my sister-in-la- And
I walked the floor all nipht, but by
morning my mind was made up.

At nine o'clock 1 met the boy and
girl at the stor. und told them I
should be gone all the day. In tn
minutes more I stole Lilly's key from
under the counter, and went to tho
house to her little room on the third
floor, ar.d entered it like a thief. It
was very prior and very bare, but very
neat and c.'ean; and there was a closet
in it, with a few dresses hanging upon
pegs, and a bonnet-bo- x upini a frhclf.
In this closet I wont, and there J f :it
down on a trunk itnd waited. I heard
a queit old clr.ok ticking in the room.
I heard it count tho hours ten,
eleven, twelve and kept saying

:

"If you are a wicked, suspicious old
fool, Rood, ni-i- tiio Lord forgive
you."

But I waited stil, rnd just asthe lm g
black hands pointed at half-pas- t one, 1
heard such a knock as my

gave at lhe oil-c- door.
There was another knock, a ,

and then I heard the key turn in the
lock, rnd sa-.- v tlie door open and my
sister-in-la- w corai in. Sho looked
about her, shut the door, it,
and stole .".cross the room. Then
God forgive U10 woman, I suppose she
was mad with jealousy she lifted up
the mattress of Lilly's neat lirtle bed
in the corner, and taking a red pocket
book thrust it niuler pulling tho
quilt well down about the bed after-
ward.

"I hardly thir.k you'll marry Sam
Spencer after this, Miss Lilly"," she
s.iid aloud with a wicked toss of her
head. "I've. outwitted von."

" Not quite." said I. " Marerarct
Ann, there are two words to that
matter."

I walked out of the closet and str.od

knew she was entrapped, but her wick-
ed tongue had its way still.

"So yem aru in tho habit of coming
here," sho said. "Nice young lady,
certainly."

"I never came here before," said J,
'and von know it: but I have been

here all day waiting for y.u. I saw
Lilly's key in your basket last nicht.
and I began to guess the iruth. Pring
mo that pocket-book.- "

iviargarer Aim eiui u. ri.c was pan-a- s

death and almost as cold. 1 looked
at her and felt sorry for her alter all."

"You are mv brother's) widow," said
I, "and a poor, foolish, jealous crea
ture. I haven't told any ono of my
suspicions yet, and I n ver will, on two
criminous.

"Name them." said she. "I cannot
help mj'self."

"lou will retire from the biiKine:;r.
said I.

"Glad to do it," said she--.

"And that you will give that thou-
sand dollar bill to Liliy a. a wedding
present."

She looked at me and gave w great
gnlp.

"Nasty little cat !" said she, "I
wont."

But she did, and only I knew why
the wielow Wood was so generous to
Lilly Rathbone on her wedding day,
or why she started for Europe on the
very next steamer that sailed from
New York, and still remains there.

Howard is said to be much gratified
at the prospect of having his case
brought before a Military Commission.
He thinks he seems to see whitewash.

We desire t call the attention of
the members of the General Assembly
to a radical defect in the Election Law,
or in its interpretation, which amounts
to the same thing, so far as the evil
eflects are concerned. We refer to
the question of residence. Voters are
now required by law to vote in the
townships in which they reside. This
provision is a wise one, and was in-

tended to prevent non residents of the
county end State from voting contrary
to law. But it fails of its purpose in
all the large negro counties in the
eastern part of the State, especially in
those counties in which there are large
towns and cities.

Negroes are very migratory, living
wherever they can get work, and even
changing from one employer to anoth-
er, apparently for no better reason than
from a love of change. A negro man,
unknown to the poll-holder- s, presents
himself at the registrars aud after-
wards at the ballot-bo- x and offers to
vote. Upon challenge he swears he
lives within the township or ward, and
is allowed to register and vote. Nobody
knows hin. and without furthe r examinat-
ion he casts his vote. At one election
we have seen several negroes vote at
oue of the boxes in this city, each
swearing that he lived at a "dance
honae" on the wharf, in which there
whs cot a single bed, and was only a
house for danc'ng, drinking and eat-
ing. Yet challenges were without
avail, as each swore to his residence,
and their naked oaths outweighed any
and ail other testimony. Protests were
unheeded, as the poll-holde- rs ruled
that they could not go behind the oath.

We believe we do not over estimate
tLe number in saying that, at every
election, reveral hundred illegal votes
are cast in Wilmington, just in this
way. "What is true of our city is true
of Newbern, Raleigh, Fayetteville,
Charlotte, Goldsboro', Tarboro', War-rento- n,

Weldon, aud in the large ne-

gro townships in the counties in which
these towns are situated.

We desire that some remedy shall
be applied to this crying evil. When
a voter is unknown to the poll-holder- s,

he should be compelled to prove
his residence by some man of charac-
ter who is known to them. Every
man, however humble, who is a bona
fide resident of a township or ward, is
known by some other resident who
can identify him. Non-residen- ts who
illegally vote are beyond the reach of
the law, because they leave immedi-
ately, or cannot be identified. WTe

have seen at every election hundreds
of negroes vote, who are unknown to
any one about the polls, and cannot be
identified afterwards, even if they re-

main in the city for a day alter the
election.

The remedy that we propose is that
unknown persons shall prove their
residence uroa oaths of individuals
well known, first to prevent illegal
votes, and second, to have some person
whom the law can take hold of it there
should be false swearing. The remedy
against persons swearing falsely as to
the residence of voters should be se-

vere, nre and speedy. Give us such
a law and it will, at the election in
August, save several thousand illegal
votes in this section of the State. We
are satisfied that there were enough

ts who voted for Governor
Caldwell east of the Wilmington &

Weldon Railroad to secure his elec-
tion. In August we have some very
important elections, and such a pro-
vision in the Election Law may prevent
illegal voters from deciding the result.

We cail the matter to the attention
of the Legislature.

THE CONFEDERATE SOLD I Ell.
The New York Sun, edited by Mr.

James A. Dana, during the war the
principal assistant to Mr. Seward, and
relied upon by President Lincoln, in
every great emergency iu which the
Federal Cause was placed during the

ar, in advocating a reduction of the
standing army ha i the following to say
in regard to the subject, in which is
paid a just compliment to the Confede-
rate Soldiers:

If the statistics of desertion from the
United States army were published
they would present a striking proof
that our military system is a sham
within a sham; that the rank and file
mostly enlist to get food, shelter, and
clothing till they can fiud other

or to get carried at the pub-
lic expense to some distant point they

ish to reach. Our excessive peace
army of 30,000 men is not an army. It
ia never better than an unassimilated
mass, one-thir- d of which is strange to
the musket, and nearly the whole of

hich runs away and disappears every
four years. As a nucleus for such an
army as wc put in the field to suppress
the rebellion it is a little better than
worthless. The men who enlist are
ttoetly foreigners and refugees from
Idleness, beggary, or criminal justice.

army is their poor house or hiding
place. They enter it to avoid starvation
or arrest. The quality of the Confed-
erate soldiers effectually disposes of

plea that it is necessary to keep
tne regular army aj a nucleus. On the
tnion Bide was the entire rank and
nle of the old army. Of that force the
'ebeU had only officers. The Confed-
erate rank and file was composed
Wholly of raw men, and, in the first
two years of the war, volunteers. Yfct
wat an infantry they nere! Those of
n who saw them charge in line of bat-
tle never approach a Confederate
cemetery without taking off our hats in

omage to the devoted braves who
!w.Walked straiKufc into the jaws of

wihout blenching. The explanat-
ion of the extraordinary excellence of

rebel infantry is that it was made
nP of American citizens. The present

Ti f the United States is not such.
fL" gely oomPC8ed of unnaturalized
oreigners, who enlist as a temporary

'eiuge from material ills.

Wn.!.!l?!i? XJU -- " been wrlt- -
fewdoBtu Jt .' DUlV.n.e bo"'o- - Fragrant.hi??' all ! It i an elixir that.I mm r th. amui sound, brilliant, andPoUe, tor a life-tun- e.

siders this a very important confession
and pertinently says:

"A single man is invested with pow-
er to decide whether the volume of
legal tenders in the country shall be
$356,000,000 or 8400,000,000, or some
figure between these limits that this
single man is empowered to solve the
difficult question of contraction or ex-

pansion, at his discretion, without the
intervention of Congress that he can
increase tho volume of greenbacks 13
per cent, and then contract it 12 per
cent. , at his option in short, that he
holds the prices of all commodities in
the country in the hollow of his hand.
If this uncertain and elastic financial
policy, stretching over a margin of
thirteen per cent., and capable of be
ing used to unsettle values to that ex
tent if this is the policy which Mr
Boutwell is credited with successfully
vindicating, why does not Congress
abstain from its disenssion of the fi-

nancial question, and leave it entirely
to the Secretary of the Treasury to
put out new money and draw it in at
his pleasure ?"

PIXCIIKACK REPUCL1CAN1SX.
The Radical Senatorssays the Hart-

ford Times, are turning up their noses
at Pinchback, the colored Senator
from Louisiana. Why repudiate him?
He is a legitimate offspring of
the Grant-Case- y government. He
comes regularly irom usurpation.
The people of the State had
nothing to do with his election.
He is a child of the army a son of a
gun. it is charged mat he used cor
rupt means upon the Legislature which
Grant and Casey made ! Really,
where did the Legislature come from ?

Corrupted ! and by this snip of a ne
gro jno, no, gentlemen ; that won t
do. The whole thing is corrupt and a
fraud, and this frisky ring is a good
representative of it, from Grant to Ca-

sey and Kellogg. To throw him off
scornfully, is to stultify your Louisana
record. Fraternal Radicals room for
Pinchback.

TIIK ICADICAE LOBBY AT WASH
n(;xo..

The Washington lobby, under Radi
cal auspices, has grown to be a formid
able power iu the State, and is difficult
now to say which body, that which oc
cupies the galleries or that which fills
the seats on the floors of the halls of
Congress, exert the most influence over
the legislation of the country. It is
stated that several notorious lobbyists
have recently been appointed clerks of
important House committees, and that
the lobby is to-da- y one of the most
powerfu' ever assembled at the Capi-
tal. Conspicuous among the lobbyists
are correspondents of influential polit-
ical journals in various sections of the
c )untry, who, for a consideration.bnng
to bear not only their personal influ-
ence but also the influence of the pa-

pers for which they correspond. A
special to the New York Post, reports
a case in which a gentleman, who has
been in Washington only two or three
days representing the interests of a
corporation with which he is connect-
ed, has been approached by no less
than eight newsj aper correspondents,
some of them well-know- n lobbyists,
and representing papers of influence,
proposing, for certain sums of money,
to aid him in securing any Congres-
sional legislation that he or his associ-
ates may desire during the present
session, both by importuning members
of Congress personally and by advoca-

ting ilie measure in the papers which
they are employed to represent. The
offers were of course declined, being
regarded simply as blackmailing
schem:s.

I.IIPROVEJIENTS,
Population follows railroads. Along

all our lines of railroads we see, year
after year, villages springing up, which
rapidly grow into towns, not uu fre-

quently of considerable size.
Since the war, along the Wilmington

and Weldon Railroad, we have been
very much impressed with the im-

provements. Substantial villages, with
nicely built houses and stores, and in-

dustrious and intelligent populations,
have taken the place of the conven-

tional depots of the olden time.
The same is true, we understand, on

the other roads, especially along the
Carolina Central Railway, but we are
not prejared to speak from actual
observations. Not long since we had
occasion tosny something about the new
and promising town of Luneville, in
Anson county, to which point the rail-

road is now nearly completed. Mon-

roe, in Union county, already bagins
to feel the impulse which the rapidly
nearing railroad gives to business in
that rich cotton country.

We are informed that at a point
midway between Monroe and Char-
lotte, twelve miles from either place,
a village is being laid off to be called
Houston. The situation is in a very
fine agricultural country, and it must
become a very important shipping
point on that railway. The plot which
we have examined indicates much
judgment in the selection of the site
and in the lavincr off of the placj. We
predict for it an early and lasting pros
perity.

Judge Woods, in the Circuit Court
of Mobile, has rendered a decree for
the sale of the Alabama and Chatanoo-g- a

Railroad on tLe first Monday in
May next. The minimum price is
fixed at five millions of dollars, and
the proceeds are to be applied to the
extinguishment of the first mortgage
bonds.

mington pays seven-eight- hs ot the tax
and receives one-ha- lf back for the edu
cation of its children. The country
townships pay for county purposes and
school money $10,000 per annum.
and receive in school money $5,000
per annum.

The property and citizens of Wil
mington are paying 25c. to oOc. per
$100 annually for the purpose of keep--
incr the lirere territory outside. Is it
worth the cost ?

It is evident that there is a large
number in the country who favor the
division. The distance from the county
seat, with four terms of the Court, the
expense of attending Court over com
pensation, the loss of time from busi
ness, all unexpressed by fieures. add
immensely to the amount of cost.
With economy the affairs of a new
county could be kept much below a
burthensome figure. At least, it is to
be hoped that the citizens of Wil-
mington will enquire into and do
something to reduce the area and the
expense to them of the present coun-
try districts. Tax-Pat- er.

Carolina Central Hail war
We learn that track laying has com

menced in earnest on this Railway and
will be pressed on as fast as possible,
until Wilmington and Charlotte cars,
shake hands the saite day, by daylight.
Just think of it ! Our trains leaving
Wilmington after breakfast (8 o'clock)
and reaching Charlotte before tea, (6
o'clock, p. m. ) and Shelby before 9
o'clock, p ia ! And if you then want
to go to Asheville, you can just take
the train and be at Old Fort ready for
a stage next morning. For Atlanta
you can take tho night train from
Charlotte and be in Atlanta next morn-
ing.

This has a business look. Now,
pentlenien who sell lumber in the
West Indies, look to your interests.
Molasses, sugar, kc, will find a ready
market in the West. Naval stores can
soon reach the valleys of the Ohio and
the Mississippi by a shorter route
than by the Chesapeake nnd Ohio line
by some fifty miles. Who is looking
to a sugar refinery here ? Who to
smelting the fine iron ores of Lincoln
and Gaston counties here at tide wa-
ter, by the aid of charcoal, Ac?

No doubt all this sounds very wild
and strange to the quiet people who
have known Wilmington as a big vil-
lage, bnt only a place to sell "tar,
pitch and turpentine," nnd buy molas-
ses, sugar, coffee and corn. We are
getting out of that old rut, and are
really and rapidly expanding; and The
Journal keeps time to the movement
with much pleasure.

We say to our Western friends, come
and take oysters and fish with us, and
we will, next Summer, or soon after,
go out to Asheville, Flat Rock and
Paint Rock and drink in ycur pure
air.

Our Road to the Sound is now all
that is wanting toonake us happy for
awhile, at least. That seems now cer-
tain to be built, if $30,000 can be
raised, and we believe it can be for
the purpose. Bnt e will say more on
this subject another d ty.

'I lie C ount) Bill Aeaiii Defeated.
A special to the Journal, received

last night from Raleigh, Bays that a
motion was made yesterday in the
House to reconsider the vote by which
the bill to create tho new county of
Lillington failed to pass its third read-
ing on Thursday, but was tabled by a
majority of four votes. This finally df
feats the bill for this session of the
Legislature.

4V

!'( I of Slicriff Ilunlintr.
We regret to hear of the death in

this city early yesterday morning, of
Capt. Samuel R. Bunting, oue of the
oldest and most highly esteemed cit-

izens of tho place. Capt. Bunting was
for a long time Clerk of the Superior
Court of this county, prior to the war,
and was after vards Sheriff, both of
which offices, he filled mast accepta
bly. He served during the war as
Captain of Bunting's Artillery, and in
every relation of life he was a true
and honest man, brave in the service
of his native State, steadfast in his
faith to his friends, and conscientious
in the performance of every duty.

Till; UOV."JWAltO IttAD.
A Said Story of u Woman of Way.

v itril net.
The Chicago Times tells the story of

a beautiful and accomplished daughter
of a prominent financier of Cincinnati,
who, two years ago, graduated at a
fashionable boarding school in Phila-
delphia. In the summer she flirted at
Saratoga, led the German at the
Branch, sang m public at Hye Jieach,
and was a very syren at West Point.
After a time, however, she began to
lose caste. Hr genteel visitors fell
olf, and their absence was supplied by
ndventurers and disreputable soldiers
of fortune.

The parlors of her elegant mansion,
that had glittered with beauty and
chivalry, and resounded to the sonatas
aud Mozart and Haydn, gave place to
the melodies of the cork opera, and
after a time she scarcely left her home,
and, under a false name, appeared
upon the stage as a ballet girl. For a
season she was oblivious to the view
of the public, and her actions were
beiner foreotten until one evening in
the encrairemeut of Lawrence Barrett,
at Chieaero. she electrified a theatrical
audience, and revived a knowledge of
lier existence by appearing before the
foot-ligh- ts in a subordinate part of the
tragedy of "Julius Ciesar."

Her friends endeavored to persuade
har to return to her home, and her
grief-stricke- n father offered to settle
fifty thousand dollars upon her if she
would renounce her wayward life. She
refused to listen to their entreaties,
however, aud again she disappeared
from view, and nothing more was heard
of her until last week, when a Chicago

rescued her from a drunken
Eolicemanwhich she was an active par-
ticipant. Upon learning who she was
the girl's parents were promptly noti-
fied, and she will now be released from
custody on condition of returning to
her family, who are willing and ready
to receive her.

up my mind to put an end to her ca-
pers, as far as Sam went, and tell him
that he wanted a young lady as cash-
ier, and why not ? and if Lilly Rath-bon- e

could leave Grigg t Crater, I'd
give her the place. Sam was in love
with Lilly. I knew that, but Margaret
Ann had not seen her.

"Margaret Ann," said I one day,
"wo will have a new cashier to-da- v.

We need one, and I have engaged
one."

'Well," said Margaret Ann. "per
haps we do. I hope he is a nice young
man, and good-lookin- g. Good looks
attracts custom."

"I'm glad you coincide with me,"
says I, and laughed to myself, for I
knew she was thinking of somebody
else to flirt with. But I said noihinpr.

It was fun to see her face change
when she saw Lilly behind the counter
next day. And she gave it to me in
the private office, I can tell you. She
hated females about a store, and she
didn't like Lilly's locks. I could laugh
at her, however. I had good referen-
ces with Lilly, and signed a written
contract with her for six months. She
was to be cashier, you know, as I told
you. .Margaret Ann eouldn t help
herself, and 1 suppose she knew it,
for 6he said nothing after that, and
Sam and Lilly were as happy as young
birds. I believe he proposed to her
behind my counter ; I kne-- v he did
it somewhere, aud I knew he was ac
cepted.

"Liord bless you. said 1 to myself,
and help yon to build vour nest.

I'm not crusty if I am a bachelor."
A few days after I found Margaret

Ann in the office in a towering rage,
with her face flaming.

"Richard," says she, "a woman is
always right about another woman.
Men admiro a pretty face, so they arc
always blinded by it. It was always
so w.th Mr. Wood. Many a time he
has thought a woman everything that
was splendid until I have proved that
she wasn't by telling him things. Now

have found out about your Lilly
Rathboue. She's exactly what I
thought- - --exactly.

"Well, what is it?" says I.
"No better than sho should be,"

says Margaret Ann . 'I saw her kiss
Sim Spencer behind the counter this
blessed morning.

"And he dida t want her to, I sup
pose, and halloed for heJp, says 1.

'Ion know what men are, sayssho,
of conrse he kissed her back."
"Didn't he kiss her first?" say I.
"Well, she let him, anyhow?" says

she.
"Well," savs I, "I enppo.se you

used to kiss Ben after you were en
gaged, if not before?

"What has that to do with it?" savs
she.

"Why they at least did he pro
pose her coming here, Richard?"

"No, said 1, "but they re engaged
Margaret Ann."

"Don't believe it", savs she.
"It's Gospel truth," says I.
And then weil, I didn't mind it: it

didn't hurt me a bit but that woman
turned round and slapped me in the
face, she was so hopping mad.

"such actions in a respectable
store!" says she, and marched out, and
didn't come back for a week, for which
I was truly thankful.

When she did come, she wa3 all
smiles and amiabilitv; and she talked
to L ily and at Sm, and the
really did come out beautifully, con-
sidering. Lilly took a great notion to
her.

"What a nice, pleasant lady Mrs.
Wood i, she said, as we were folding
tilings that night; "and so pretty for
her nge. I think she is splendid."

"Glad to hear it."
"Dear me!" she said with her head

under the counter.
"Sister-in-la- you know," suit! I;

"one of the family; it won't do to
praise her too much."

"Oh, I wasn't thinking of what you
were saj-ingr,-

" said she. "T am sur-
prised fcbout my key. I am sure I
hung it her. A little brass door key,
a nick in the handle, and a piece of
pink ribbon tied to it. I can't think
where it has gone."

Well, we both looked everywhere.
We unrolled packages and peeped into
the boxes, and poked down cracks in
the iioor. Lilly went worrying about
getting a lock-smit- h to lit another be-
fore she could get in, and said that
Rosa was al way tired.

Rosa was her sister. The two were
orphans, and kept house together in
oue little room in a respectable tene-
ment house.

"I've always had tea before Rosa
got in," said Lilly; bnt to-nig- ht she
will have to wait."

It's odd how we remember little
things sometimes. Perhaps tho girl's
pretty, puzzled face and graceful mo-
tions, as Bhe ran about looking for the
key impressed this one on my mind.
At all events we did not find the
notched key with a pink ribbon, and
Lilly went home without it. 1 told
Margaret Ann about it when I saw her
next, and she inquired very politely of
Lilly as to the end of the affair, when
she next sav her. The key was never


